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AV COZUMEL INFORMATION

“A Divers Paradise...”
- Jacques Cousteau

Continually named in the top 5 dive locations in the world, Cozumel is Mexico's largest island, nestled just 12 miles off the coast of the Yucatan
Peninsula and Playa del Carmen. Before becoming famous for diving, the island was a small community of mainly fishermen until 1961 when
Jacques Cousteau told the world he had found one of the most beautiful diving areas in his travels. Cozumel measures 28 miles long and 10
miles wide and is world renowned for its dazzling white sandy beaches and the remarkable clarity of the multi-hued azure Caribbean ocean in
which it rests. The climate is subtropical & the people native to Cozumel are of Mayan descent.

The Maya were a great culture of farmers, fisherman & warriors who ruled from Campeche to Guatemala for over 2000 years before the arrival
of the Spanish Explorers in the 15th Century. They were quite an advanced civilization, and the legacy of their culture survives in the vestiges of
the huge cities that they built during their reign. Fascinating sites such as Chichen Itza with its massive pyramids that rival those at Cheops; and
Tulum, the only Mayan city built overlooking the sea; and even Tikal in its lush jungle settings where wild monkeys still can be seen. Each are
an casy one-day excursion from Cozumel.

Cozumel itself was a sleepy little fishing community until 1961 when a Frenchman by the name of Jacques Cousteau declared the island one of
the most beautiful scuba diving areas in the world. Since that time, Cozumel has become an underwater marine park to protect the delicate
balance of its dazzling coral reefs and abundant variety of tropical fish. The underwater wildlife is absolutely stunning and you don’t have to be a
diver to enjoy it. Simply put on a mask and snorkel and jump in! You’ll feel like you’ve been dropped into a tropical fish tank!

What makes diving in Cozumel amazing is the clarity of the Caribbean Sea, with up to 200 feet visibility. Many famous oceanographers have
praised these reefs for their beauty and abundant marine life. Due to this, Cozumel’s National Marine Park was established in 1996 by federal
decree, with the aim to protect and monitor the area. The park is simply a diving dream come true and a paradise for scuba diving. Cozumel's
National Marine Park starts its chain of outstanding dive sites south of downtown, with the aptly named Paradise Reef, and stretches out all the
way to the southern end of the island, Punta Sur. This marine park is the protected home to one of the most incredible coral reefs and marine
inhabitants on the planet.




The park covers about 29,600 acres of safeguarded ocean and coastline estimated to be the home of 262 species of fish swimming between 105
different types of coral. These reefs are literally teeming with sea life. Drift diving is very common in Cozumel; allowing you to float
effortlessly from one turtle to the next and glide along deep walls. The very same current that carries you also ensures great diving visibility.
The coral reefs here are punctured by swim-throughs and tunnels which lead onto the giant sponges and coral banks of Colombia Reef. The
reefs of the National Marine Park have something to offer for every diver at any level, from advanced deeper dives to intro-dives for those first
learning.

It is a privilege for us to share this underwater world with its inhabitants.
Please remember to respect them and help preserve this world for future generations.
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The Mespamerican Reef....

The Mesoamerican Reef region lies within the Caribbean Sea and touches the coasts of Mexico, Belize, Guatemala and Honduras. It contains the
largest barrier reef in the Western Hemisphere, stretching nearly 700 miles from the northern tip of the Yucatan Peninsula down through the
Honduran Bay Islands. Dazzling arrays of different types of coral form this underwater wilderness provide homes and food to hundreds of fish
species, marine turtles, and sharks. Along the shores, mangroves provide habitat for fish and shorebirds as well as protect coastal areas from the
damage associated with hurricanes and strong storms.
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Current threats? The scenic beauty of the region’s coastal areas makes it a prime tourist destination, which can put pressure on fragile reef
environments. Further inland, rich soils attract large-scale agriculture, whose run-off can severely impact reefs. Increasing sea levels and water
temperatures from climate change threaten corals and other marine animals such as turtles as well as the communities that depend on the reef for
their livelihoods and food security.

For more information about the Mesoamerican Reef, please visit:
www.worldwildlife.org/places/mesoamerican-reef http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2012/10/mesoamerican-reef/brower-text
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